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Introduce yourself – Chair of Create CA, the state’s arts education coalition.  Given the growth of creative industry in our state, we believe that “creativity is definitely not optional” and the that most powerful pathway for students to develop their creative thinking skills is through an arts education. 


How We Got Here
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What’s important to know is that we are asking for something that we used to have – excellent arts education for all student in K-12 that was a model for the nation. Three pieces of legislation in the 1970’s unintentionally dismantled California’s position as the state with exemplary arts education curriculum. 


To The Rescue: PTA & Arts Orgs
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PTA and non-profit arts organizations raced in to try and give the students something, but offerings were hit and miss leading to inequity and a divide between students in affluent areas vs underserved populations. 
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Annual Average Wages by Creative Sector in L.A. County and California, 2017 1 Out Of 10 jobs in CA
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According to the Otis Report on the Creative Economy 1 out of ten jobs in CA are now in this sector. By not giving students access to arts education, we eliminate these job opportunities that are based on a strong background in one or more art forms. 


Our mission is to ensure ALL
students are able to reach their
full potential by advancing an
education model that promotes
creativity and the arts for the 215t
century workforce
www.CreateCA.net

CREATE CA is a coalition

of dedicated and innovative
leaders who understand
that together we have the
power to create lasting
change for every

California student.
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In 2011, State Superintendent Torlakson sent a team to the National Education Leadership Institute and they came back on fire to elevate creativity at the heart of education. 

http:www.CreateCA.net
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Create Ca is a collective impact coalition which means that 5 statewide organizations have come together as partner to go further, faster than anything they might have achieved alone. 
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The State Superintendent asked the coalition to produce a Blueprint for Creative Schools with 7 focus  areas and the Leadership Council identified Research & Data and Equity as the two areas we needed to focus on first. 


County, District, School Overview Dashboard
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California is the first state to participate and launch their data after the New Jersey pilot. Here you see that 39% of middle and high school students in our state have access to and participate in one or more arts disciplines. This is a user friendly, color-coded website that take the Cal Pads data submitted each Fall by districts and pulls it into this platform. 
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There are now ten states participating in this project with more in the wings. Remember that our participation rate is 39%, Wisconsin’s is 77%, Ohio’s is at 83%. We attribute this big difference to the fact that they didn’t have 3 bills that unraveled their arts ed programs in the 1970’s.


Hover over the “*" for additional detsils and instructions
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What’s also a concern is an equity gap which you can see for your school district by going to the homepage of the dashboard on our website and putting in your district. You see here the bar graph that will change reflecting participation on free and reduced lunch students. 


Declaration of Student Rights to Equity In
Arts Learning

EQUITY CHAMPION

Adopt the Resolution for Arts Organizations
Customizable template at www.createca.net
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Create CA also produced a Declaration of a Student’s right to Arts Learning with a sample resolution that districts and county offices can adopt. There is a map of those that have adopted the Declaration and the handout you have gives several examples of districts and the progress they are making. 

http:www.createca.net

New California Arts Standards

Adopted by the State Board in January 2019

Dance * Media Arts * Music * Theatre * Visual Arts
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Create CA and its partners are working to build awareness abou the new standards and working on ways to help educators understand the new standards which are very different from our previous standards (these are much more process oriented.).


It's hard to communicate the essential
nature of arts education when this type of

Imagery accompanies it.

ARTS EDUCATION
IS MORE THAN
CHILD'S PLAY.
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In a study conducted by our PR company, we realized that sometimes the image that the public might hold of arts education is that it’s a “nice to have” not that it is essential to develop the creative thinking sills that business is looking for. 
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What we have embarked on is a campaign to show that creativity is not optional. That arts education is a powerful part of the core curriculum that can deliver the creative thinkers and problem solvers that we need in all of our industries and in our leaders. 
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What if every school was a creative incubator that students can;t wait to get to everyday. That’s what we hope to achieve through our mission.  And that’s why I committed to be a part of this effort so that Moreno Valley students can benefit. 
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